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X Responsive to communication(s) filed on Oct 28, 1999 ■ 

This action is FINAL. 

Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

X Claim(s) 1-10 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 
Claim(s) 



X Claim(s) 1-10 

\ i Claim(s) 

; _] Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

X See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

) The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Lipproved disapproved. 

■ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

.■ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

: . Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

j All Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
: J received. 

received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

"J received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
^Certified copies not received: 



Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

X Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

X Information Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 4 

Interview Summary, PTO-413 
X Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Claim 10 is rejected under 35 I J.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated bv or. in the alternative, under 35 I ! S C ln3 ( a) as 

ob\ ious over Lcis et al or Won ell 

Lcis et al or Worrell is deemed to anticipates or renders obvious the claimed apparatus as claimed m claim in. 
See eg, the abstract of Worrell and at col 2, lines 5 l )-U of the Leis et al reference. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 I J.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over HP '323 m view of Cortex 
( ulman et al. 

HP ' 323 discloses substantially the process as claimed. The process of HP '323 differs from the claimec 
invention in that claim 1 for example, recites that "in the bottom phase, a mixture is obtained which contains less th 
5% bv weight of ethylene oxide". 

1 loweven said difference is deemed not to constitute a patentable distinction inasmuch as the percentage bv 
weight of the ethylene oxide is deemed to be a result-efieetive variable which ordinarily is within the skilled o the art. 

| The same holds time for the claimed height in claim 3 and the specific mass transfer area claimed in claim 4] 

As evidence, see e.g., col. 4, lines 9-12 of the Coffey's reference; and at col. 5, lines 45-6 L of the Oilman et al 

reference 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to 
V. Manoharan whose telephone number is (703) 308-3X44. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 
from K30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ms Marian Knode, 
can be reached on (703) 308-43 1 1 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703 ) 305-77 1 S. 

Am inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0651 ^ 

/ 

V Manoharan/om . In 

( )ctober 17. 2000 * 



